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professional reciters, corresponding to the minstrels of Homer's
day; and there were, of course, schoolmasters—a little-respected
class. Greek doctors were famous throughout the world, though
it is probable that in the first instance much of their lore was
derived from Egypt. Herodotus tells of one called Democedes
who \vas a native of south Italy, but wandered from one place
to another till he reached the court of the Persian king, whom he
cured of a sprained ankle and the queen of an abscess. There
was a good deal of superstition wrapped up with the practice
of medicine. In a celebrated shrine of Asclepius, the God of
Healing, patients were laid out in a corridor in expectation of
the visit of the god, who was believed to appear at night in a
snake's form and lick the diseased portion of their bodies. Many
cures seem to have been effected; and tablets may still be seen
which grateful patients set up; sometimes an ear or an eye, or
whatever had caused the trouble, were represented in carving.
On the other hand, the professional doctors not merely
understood the use of herbs, drugs, and ointments, but studied
symptoms with some intelligence. One Hippocrates, who lived
towards the end of the fifth century b.c., has some claim to
be called the father of medicine on the score of his diagnoses of
quinsy, epilepsy, tapeworm, and other diseases. Nevertheless,
methods were crude, and satirists did not spare the doctors.
Dr. Nostrum a visit did pay
To the statue of Zeus.   *But\ you'll say,
'Zeus is God, let alone
That his statue is stone*
No matter—the funeral's to-day!
Anatomy could be little studied in a land where cremation of the
dead was the invariable rule; and it was not till after Alexander's
conquest of the East, when many Greeks settled in Egypt, that
dissection of corpses was extensively practised. Nevertheless,
operations were performed, and even the wandering Democedes

